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discord among the Governments ... for thirty years he had
fought for German unity: he had met with hatred and opposition
on all sides: the Emperor's wishes alone had induced him to
retain his office, but he was weary to death, when he retired he
should advise His Majesty to choose a cabinet that would as
much as possible meet the views of the Centre and
Conservatives.1

The murder of Tsar Alexander II in March 1881 made the
most profound impression throughout Germany. The Centre
were as alive as Bismarck to the great danger of the spread of
subversive doctrines, and Windthorst proposed in the Reichstag
that an international agreement to punish regicides was desirable
in the interests of public safety, at about the same time as a
suggestion was being made elsewhere that a conference should
be held at Brussels to combat the growing menace of Nihilism.
The British Government had no intention of participating in
such a conference, and after Lord Granville's views on the
subject had been expressed in a long despatch to Lord Ampthill
(who had just received his long-merited peerage)2 the project
was abandoned.

The Reichstag elections at the end of October 1881 revealed
strong opposition to the new economic and financial policy.
The official press had failed to arouse the country with the
cry, "For or against Bismarck," but "it would, however," said
Lord Ampthill, "be premature to assume that Prince Bismarck
will have to abandon the measures he has hitherto failed to
persuade the Reichstag to sanction. With skilful management
he may yet find means of organizing a working majority in
the coming Reichstag. . , ."3

Bismarck outlined his policy for the coming session to an
unsympathetic House. He foreshadowed biennial budgets,
workmen's insurance, a tobacco monopoly and increased liquor
duties. In foreign affairs alone was the outlook reassuring,
"At no time within the last ten years could equal confidence
be placed in the prospect of continued peace," for the Emperor's
message conveyed a solemn warning that internal conditions
were not happy. "As the rejection of the Government measures
will lead to another dissolution of Parliament, and a renewed
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